WILSON AND JOHNSON PICKED BY GILSON
GARDNER TO WIN IN CALIFORNIA

(Gilson Gardner, The Day Book's
rﬂll‘l‘lul cormpandent. is now fol-

owing the trail of Candidate Hughes
through the western states for the
purpose of gauging the political sen-
timent in the wake of the Repub-
lican nominee’s tour, This is the first
of Gardner's western dispatchee—
Editor.)

BY CILSON GARDNER

“ San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 25.—
California is for Johnson mnd Wil-
sdn.  Johnson will carry the state
by & large majority, and probably
‘Wilson will win. The only possibie
“chance Hughes, the Republican nom-
inee, has, is to train in as tail to the
Johnson kite; and this kite is not
carrying much tail just now.

The Johnson victory is conceded
by everybody whose judgment is
worth considering. The only ques-
tion discusaed {s whethcr Hughes can
beat Wilson.

If Johnson were enthusisstically
for Hughes, he could probably drag
him over the Hne. but nobody sus-
pects Johnson of any enthusiasm for
Hughes, and everybody knows he is
not attacking Wilson in his campaign
or saying anything which would tend
to ‘check the Wilson friemdliness
among his rrrograuive followers,

Johnson is for Hughes about as
Bryan was for Altory B. Parker in
1904 and much as Roossvelt is for
Hughes now.

California may see & strange
Hitical phenomenon—a blg majority
for the Republican (progressive)
candidate for the United States sen-
ator and a comfartable or good-
gizad majority for the Democratic
candidate for president.

1 am not forgetting that this state
fs normally strongly Republican. I
am not fargetting that the Rapubli-
can registration is nearly two to one,
amnd that the southern part of the
-state 18 normally heavily stand-pat,
Jeactionary, m‘mmm
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The answer [s that the voters who,
in past elections, have registered as
Republicans, have voted for Progres-
give, Independent or Democratic can-
didates, with_compista disregard of
party names and ties. 1§ does not
do any longer to assume that the
registered vote can be herded and
delivered to the party candidats.

California is wholly emancipated
from party names and tied!

Wilson's strength in California is
mare difficult to gauge than that of
Johnson, The governor's popularity
has been mathematically demon-
strated. He went into tjl;e Repuﬁmm:-
lican primaries and took the o -
tion fgr United States senator Away
from the regular stand-pat candi-
date, and did this without the help
of three hundred thousand of-his fol-
lowing who were not regiatered and
therefore could not take part in the
Reoublican primaries.

The 416,000 registered voters to
whom John¥on appealed were “reg-
ular,” anti-progressive drifters back
to republicanient; and yet even from
those he got & twenty thousand ma-
jority away from Willis H. Booth, the
millionaire banker candidate selected
as runner-up for Hughes. AndJohn-
hll)l'l did this without even changing

is registrution ns a progressive. -

Since the, senatorfal primaries
the narty conventions have been hald
in Sacramento, and by two-to-one
vote the Republican convention was
controlled by the progressives. Bo
now the Republican as wall as the
progressive party organization is In
the hands of Johnson and his pro-
gressive following

Had this all happmed before
Charles E. Hughes came to campaign
in California, the Hughes managers
probably. would not have snubbed
Johnson and the progressive group
as they did. It was only because
they supposed the progressives werw
down.and out that they sauggled. up




